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anything known in England, and which I hope and
believe compensate to a considerable extent for its
unavoidable defects and shortcomings.

So much for the Legislative Council,    I will now
shortly describe the Legislative Department

Till within the last few years, the Legislative
Department was not, properly speaking, a department
of the Government of India at all. It was a sub-
division of the Home Department, one of the Assist-
ant Secretaries of which was charged with the duty
of preparing the drafts of any Bills which might be
required if legislation was decided upon. It appeared,
however, to Lord Lawrence's Government that so
important a duty ought to be discharged by a distinct
department, and a separate Legislative Department
was accordingly constituted. It was provided that
proposals for legislation were not to be initiated by
the Legislative Department, but that it was to be
set in motion by other departments of the Govern-
ment as its services might be required. This
principle was scrupulously observed, both by Sir
Henry Maine and myself; and of the numerous
Acts which were passed whilst we held office, those
only excepted which repealed, consolidated, and re-
enacted existing laws, I do not think that one origin-
ated in the Legislative Department It is important
to mention this, as it shows the injustice of the charge
of over-legislation which was frequently urged both
against Lord Lawrence*s and against Lord Mayo's
Government During my tenure of office, there was
no legislation whatever which increased the bulk of